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The Giant of Cultural Assimilation: 
The Rejection of God’s Requirement of Holiness 

Overall Series Statement 
You cannot get the results God desires to give 
While ignoring the commands God has given. 

“The Giant” = GOLIATH 
• Pre-Goliath problems (that led up to Goliath & other difficulties). 
• Judges 2:8-23 

The Giant of Cultural Assimilation:  The Issue 

The WORLD Is an Ongoing Enemy of Our Spiritual Walk 
John 15:18 "If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it 
hated you. 
John 17:14 "I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them 
because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  
1 John 5:19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the 
sway of the wicked one. 
Ephesians 2:1-3 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in 
the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted 
ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 

The CHURCH Can Become Like the World Rather than Lighting the World 
James 4:4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with 
the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God. 

The Giant of Cultural Assimilation:  The Word 
• As a Believer in Jesus, God Expects You to Be Different 
• The Word Requires a Stark Contrast Between the World and the Believer 
• Ask Yourself, Am I Different than an Unbeliever in This Way? 

Titus 2:11-14  For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all 
men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the 
blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every 
lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good 
works. 

1 Peter 1:13-16 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest 
your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ; 14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the 
former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who called you is holy, you 
also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, "Be holy, for I am 
holy." 
1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone 
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the 
world-- the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life-- is not 
of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the 
lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-8  For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you 
should abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should know how 
to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in passion of lust, 
like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one should take advantage 
of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of 
all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. 7 For God did not call us to 
uncleanness, but in holiness. 8 Therefore he who rejects this does not reject 
man, but God, who has also given us His Holy Spirit. 

The New Testament Is FULL of Such Passages: 
Matthew 5:13-16 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, 
how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot by men. 14 "You are the light of the world. A city that is set 
on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 "Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 "Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father in heaven. 
Luke 8:4-15 And when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to 
Him from every city, He spoke by a parable: 5 "A sower went out to sow his 
seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, 
and the birds of the air devoured it. 6 "Some fell on rock; and as soon as it 
sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. 7 "And some fell among 
thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. 8 "But others fell on 
good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold." When He had said 
these things He cried, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!" 9 Then His 
disciples asked Him, saying, "What does this parable mean?" 10 And He said, 
"To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to 
the rest it is given in parables, that `Seeing they may not see, And hearing they 
may not understand.' 11 "Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 
12 "Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and 
takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 
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13 "But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word 
with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of 
temptation fall away. 14 "Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, 
when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures 
of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 15 "But the ones that fell on the good 
ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, 
keep it and bear fruit with patience. 
Romans 1:28-32 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, 
God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not 
fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, 
covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-
mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, 
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, 
untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the 
righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving 
of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them. 
Romans 13:11-14 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to 
awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 
12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works 
of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly, as in 
the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife 
and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh, to fulfill its lusts. 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. 
All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. 13 
Foods for the stomach and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it 
and them. Now the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the 
Lord for the body. 14 And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up 
by His power. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall 
I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? 
Certainly not! 16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one 
body with her? For "the two," He says, "shall become one flesh." 17 But he who 
is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin 
that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality 
sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not 
your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body 
and in your spirit, which are God's. 
2 Corinthians 6:14-18 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. 
For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion 
has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part 
has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of 

God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will 
dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My 
people." 17 Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the 
Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you." 18 "I will be a Father 
to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty." 
Galatians 6:14 But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 
world. 
Ephesians 5:1-18 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in 
love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 3 But fornication and all 
uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting 
for saints; 4 neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are 
not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this you know, that no fornicator, 
unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in 
the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 
because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them. 8 For you were once 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the 
fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out 
what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak 
of those things which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things that are 
exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 
14 Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ 
will give you light." 15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as 
wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be 
unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not be drunk 
with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,  
Philippians 2:14-16  Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that 
you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights 
in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of 
Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain. 
Colossians 3:1-8  If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on 
things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will 
appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on 
the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the 
sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in 
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them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, 
blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 
James 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to 
visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from 
the world. 
1 Peter 5:8-9 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast 
in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your 
brotherhood in the world. 
2 Peter 1:2-4 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God 
and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that 
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by 
glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and 
precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
1 John 2:6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He 
walked. 
1 John 2:28-3:3 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, 
we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 29 If 
you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices 
righteousness is born of Him. 3:1 Behold what manner of love the Father has 
bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world 
does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children 
of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that 
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And 
everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 
1 John 5:3-5 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And 
His commandments are not burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our 
faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is 
the Son of God? 

The Giant of Cultural Assimilation:  Our Response 

Am I Living by Lusts or by God’s Ways? 
• There is no third option. 
• Obedience or disobedience. What drives you? 
• Am I living by the world or with the active obedience that His grace and 

power allow me to live by? 
• Am I truly living as a believer, or am I really an enemy of God? 

 

Judges 2:8-23 
8 Now Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died when he was one 

hundred and ten years old.  9 And they buried him within the border of his 
inheritance at Timnath Heres, in the mountains of Ephraim, on the north side 
of Mount Gaash. 

10 When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another 
generation arose after them who did not know the LORD nor the work which 
He had done for Israel. 

11 Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served the 
Baals; 12 and they forsook the LORD God of their fathers, who had brought 
them out of the land of Egypt; and they followed other gods from among the 
gods of the people who were all around them, and they bowed down to them; 
and they provoked the LORD to anger.  13 They forsook the LORD and served 
Baal and the Ashtoreths. 

14 And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel. So He delivered them 
into the hands of plunderers who despoiled them; and He sold them into the 
hands of their enemies all around, so that they could no longer stand before 
their enemies. 15 Wherever they went out, the hand of the LORD was against 
them for calamity, as the LORD had said, and as the LORD had sworn to them. 
And they were greatly distressed. 

16 Nevertheless, the LORD raised up judges who delivered them out of the 
hand of those who plundered them. 17 Yet they would not listen to their judges, 
but they played the harlot with other gods, and bowed down to them. They 
turned quickly from the way in which their fathers walked, in obeying the 
commandments of the LORD; they did not do so. 

18 And when the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the 
judge and delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the 
judge; for the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who 
oppressed them and harassed them. 19 And it came to pass, when the judge 
was dead, that they reverted and behaved more corruptly than their fathers, by 
following other gods, to serve them and bow down to them. They did not cease 
from their own doings nor from their stubborn way. 
20 Then the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and He said, "Because this 
nation has transgressed My covenant which I commanded their fathers, and 
has not heeded My voice, 21 "I also will no longer drive out before them any of 
the nations which Joshua left when he died, 22 "so that through them I may test 
Israel, whether they will keep the ways of the LORD, to walk in them as their 
fathers kept them, or not." 23 Therefore the LORD left those nations, without 
driving them out immediately; nor did He deliver them into the hand of Joshua. 

 


